
Design Competition “The art of illuminating art”
The BIFFI Luce Srl company, in collaboration with the BEST Department at the Polytechnic of Milan, has organized an anonymous-entry design competition in a single session with two sections.

The first section (Section A) is open to students of the architecture, engineering and design faculties in the European Union and it relates to the illumination of a confined environment for public use. (German Pavilion in Barcelona – Mies van der Rohe).
The second section (Section B) is open to lighting professionals – architects and engineers – inscribed in the respective professional registers and it relates to a project for a lighting device for interiors.

Art. 1 – PURPOSE OF THE COMPETITION 

The objective of the competition is to increase the culture of lighting design, offering creative and professional opportunities to students of European architectural schools and making space for the creativity of professionals in the technical lighting sector. This allows for expressing new lighting hypotheses and experiences and it stimulates reflection and dialogue between lighting manufacturers and designers.

Section A

A lighting project for the interiors at the German Pavilion in Barcelona designed by Mies van der Rohe in 1929 and faithfully rebuilt in 1986.

The building currently hosts the Mies foundation and therefore the hypothesis is to use the main rooms as exhibition rooms for designs, models and photographs of works designed by Mies van der Rohe. The disposition of the exhibited objects, the hypothesis for functional organization of the space and the lighting enhancement in the areas is left to the contestants.

BIFFI Luce Srl lighting products must be used for lighting the areas.  

Section B

A design competition for a lighting device project to be used in the interiors of public areas (offices, stores etc).
Art. 2 – CHOSEN COMPETITION PROCEDURE AND PARTICIPATING SUBJECTS 
The Section A European Competition is reserved to first and second level university students with a maximum age limit of 25. The Section B National Competition is reserved to professionals with a degree, who are inscribed in the professional registries of engineers and architects.

The competition is organized in a single session.

Art. 3 – REASONS FOR INELIGIBILITY  
The following are excluded from participating in the competition, in any way: 

-
persons who have directly taken part in drawing up the competition announcement and/or the attached legal documents; 

-
the members of the jury commission, their spouses, family members to the third degree or in-laws to the second degree; 

-
the employers of or those who have a working relationship or a continuous and well-known collaboratory relationship with members of the jury commission. 

Art. 4 – INFORMATION 
Information of an administrative or procedural character must be requested by contacting the office (tel. 

+ 39-039/6095574 (extension 5)- fax +39-039/6095576. e-mail biffi.concorsi@biffiluce.it) no more than 10 days before the established deadline for presentation of the project documentation. For any information please contact Sonia Baioni PhD, External Relations for BIFFI Luce Srl. 

The company may use its internet site (www.biffiluce.com) to answer frequently asked questions through the special link related to this competition. 
Art. 5 – DOCUMENTATION 
The documentation related to the competition may be downloaded on the BIFFI Luce Srl company site (www.biffiluce.com). Copies of the documents are available at the professional societies or at the University offices that explicitly request them from BIFFI Luce Srl in Busnago (Viale delle Industrie, 14/16 – 20040 (MI) – Italy).  

The inscription fee for the Section A and for the Section B competition is 15.00 Euros to be deposited to the bank account BANCA POPOLARE DI MILANO, Account number 12212 ABI 5584 CAB 32490, description “ Competition The art of illuminating art Section …..” 
A copy of the deposit receipt for 15.00 Euros must be included in the second sealed envelope containing the participant’s personal information (ENVELOPE 2 “Participant's information”) as is outlined below in article 8.

Art. 6 – METHOD FOR PRESENTING TECHNICAL DESIGNS 
The candidates have total freedom in the formulation of project ideas as long as they are compliant with the requirements listed in the announcement and the design plans are presented as stated in the later paragraphs of this article. 

Requested design plans: 

Section A

a) Graphic layout on two UNI-A1 format horizontal panels containing: 

- plan to 1/100 scale of the ground floor of the building with indications of the ideas for furnishing the environments, highlighting the position and the type of devices used in the project;

- interior perspective views and at least one cross section to 1/50 or 1/100 scale with indications of the ideas for furnishing the environments, highlighting the position and the type of devices used in the project; 
- eventual design sketches;

- technical lighting analysis and evaluation carried out with (Oxytech) software supplied by the BIFFI Luce Srl company;

- eventual project renderings.

b) A general report containing:

- a report (maximum 2 pages), UNI A3 format (printed on only one side), which will serve to display the general project strategies, justify the solutions adopted and demonstrate the validity of the proposal. The report should be accompanied by sketches and graphic annotations and it must also include the complete description of the devices utilized in the project. It shall not in any case exceed the maximum size of four A3 format pages.

- The indications of the common elements to utilize for the predisposition of the tables (cartouche, layout, etc.) may be downloaded from the BIFFI Luce Srl company website.

Copies of all of the project technical designs (panels and report) shall also be supplied on CD-ROM in high definition PDF format to allow for future printouts.

Section B

a)  Development of the graphic layout on a horizontal UNI-A1 format panel containing: 

- the representation of a lighting device to the adequate scale; 

- indication of the materials used for the design 

- eventual design sketches;
- hypothesis of light emissions; 

- eventual renderings.

b) A general report containing:

- A report (maximum 4 pages), UNI A3 format (printed on one side only), which will serve to display the general project strategies, justify the solutions chosen and demonstrate the validity of the proposal. The report may be accompanied by sketches and graphic annotations.

A copy of all of the project technical designs (panels and report) shall also be supplied on CD-ROM in high definition PDF format to allow for future printouts.

Art. 7 – DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF PROJECTS 
All of the design ideas for both sections of the competition must arrive at the BIFFI Luce Srl  headquarters (Viale delle Industrie, 14/16 – 20040 Busnago (MI) – Italy) no later than September 30, 2008.

Art. 8 – CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ANONYMOUS ENVELOPE 
For the purpose of maintaining the anonymity of the contestants, there should be no recognizable elements, except for the motto, on any of the technical designs stated in article 6 (two A1 format panels and general report). 
The technical designs and the competition documentation must be contained in one envelope – the closed and sealed mailing envelope, which bears the writing “Design competition” “The Art of illuminating art” 
The sealed mailing envelope shall contain 2 other anonymous envelopes, which are respectively: 
ENVELOPE “1”: PROJECT TECHNICAL DESIGNS Section (A or B), according to the category to which it belongs; 

ENVELOPE “2”: PARTICIPANT INFORMATION Section (A or B), according to the category to which it belongs and a copy of the payment of 15.00 Euros as stated in article 5. 

Both envelopes and each of the technical designs presented (drawing and reports) shall bear the same motto that is on the outside of the mailing envelope. 
Art. 9 – COMPETITION DOCUMENTATION SUPPLIED TO CONTESTANTS 
Each contestant will be supplied the following information on informatics supports or it may be downloaded by internet: 
Section A – German Pavilion in Barcelona
·  1 brief descriptive report of the building, which is already extremely well known 
·  1 plan of the ground floor;

·  2 cross sections
·  4 perspective drawings
·  5 photographs
·  1 copy of the BIFFI Luce Srl catalogue complete with Oxytech calculation software 

Section B – Lighting device
· n. 1 copy of the BIFFI Luce Srl catalogue including the Oxytech calculation software 

Art. 10 – PROJECT EVALUATION 
The projects will be evaluated by a jury commission composed of: 
·  A  representative of BIFFI  Luce Srl;

·  Prof. Valerio Di Battista - BEST Department - Polytechnic of Milan
·  Prof. Alessandro Rogora - BEST Department - Polytechnic of Milan
·  Prof. Helena Coch - Esquela Tecnica Superior de Arquitectura de Barcelona

·  Arch. Umberto Riva - Milan
·  A representative of the Mies van der Rohe Foundation in  Barcelona

·  Franco Raggi director of Flare magazine 

Section A 

The criteria for evaluation of the projects takes into consideration: the organization and furnishing of the exhibit space, the ability of the student to resolve the functional illumination requirements of the exhibit and the necessary illumination to enhance the building that hosts it. 

Section B

The criteria for evaluating the project takes into consideration the level of the proposal’s innovation and its feasibility, the type of illumination produced and the versatility of the equipment as well as the aesthetic qualities of the device realized.  
The judgement of the commission may not be appealed.  

Art. 11 – AWARDING OF PRIZES AND REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS 
Section A- students
The winner of the competition will be awarded a prize of 2,000.00 Euros (two thousand/00). The second place contestant will be assigned a reimbursement of costs of 1,000.00 (one thousant/00) Euros and the third place contestant will be assigned 500.00 (five hundred/00 Euros). 
The prizes and reimbursement shall be awarded at the moment of the awards ceremony for the competition. 
There is a maximum of 2 other mentions for particularly worthy projects. 
The commission may also decide to not assign all of the awards at their disposition if there is not a corresponding number of suitable projects.

For the winners, a reimbursement is foreseen for the travel costs of participating in the award ceremony.  

Section B- professionals
The winner of the competition will be awarded a prize of 2,500.00 Euros (two thousand five hundred/00) excluding charges and VAT. The second place contestant will receive a sum for the reimbursement of costs, of 1,500.00 (one thousand five hundred/00) and third place will receive 1,000.00 (one thousand/00) Euros. 

The prizes and reimbursement shall be awarded at the moment of the awards ceremony for the competition.
There is a maximum of 2 other mentions for particularly worthy projects.
The commission may also decide to not assign all of the awards at their disposition if there is not a corresponding number of suitable projects.

For the winners, a reimbursement is foreseen for the travel costs of participating in the award ceremony.  

The intellectual property rights belong to the participants: in any case, BIFFI Luce Srl reserves the right to acquire the property of the projects that received awards, honourable mentions or that participated at the competition, by right of pre-emption, within 8 months following the close of the competition. Therefore, the owners may not sell or assign the projects or the rights on projects presented for competition in “The art of illuminating art” until after that period of time.

Art. 12 – EXHIBIT AND PUBLICATION OF PROJECTS AND RETURN OF TECHNICAL DESIGNS 
After the close of works by the commission, the company BIFFI Luce Srl may realize an exhibit of the participating projects, without owing any reimbursement to the designers. The project technical designs of  winning or honourable mention projects shall remain the property of the Company, without prejudice to the intellectual property rights. The BIFFI Luce Srl Company also has the right to arrange for specific publication of the participating projects, in the ways and the manner it retains opportune, without owing anything to the designers. The names of the participating subjects will be public dominion. 

Art. 13 – OFFICIAL LANGUAGES FOR THE COMPETITION
Participation in this competition implies that each contestant or each group of contestants unconditionally accepts the rules outlined in this competition announcement. For anything that is not specified in this announcement, please refer to current regulations regarding design competitions that are compatible with the object of this competition.

The official languages for the competition are Italian and English for section A (student competition) and for section B (professional competition). Documents written in other languages shall not be considered.  

Art. 14 – PROCESSING OF PERSONAL DATA 
Pursuant to Legislative Decree D.Lgs. 30/06/2003 no. 196, and later amendments and integrations, the personal data supplied to this company by participants or data that is acquired in the context of this competition, in accordance with current legislative and contract regulations, shall be processed by the BIFFI Luce Srl Company and it may be written and recorded by informatics and telephone systems or by any technological means that is available for memorizing, managing and transmitting data. In any case, all of the data transmitted shall be treated in respect of the law and the regulations regarding privacy. The data supplied may in any case be processed for purposes connected to the reciprocal obligations deriving from the relationship with the participants as well as for operating needs and internal management, for historical and statistical archives and commercial ends. The personal data is obligatory, but on the basis of article 7 the participants have certain rights. More specifically, by contacting the data handler, they may obtain confirmation of the existence of their personal data and receive communication in an intelligible form as to its origin as well as the logic and the purpose for which it was processed. Furthermore, it is possible to obtain the cancellation, the transformation into anonymous form or the blocking of data processed in violation of the law, as well as to update, correct or if necessary to integrate it with other information.


